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Energy ‘will be 
unaffordable
in three years’

by CHERYL LATHAM

Why

Visit kabbalahcentre.co.uk or call 020 7036 3699 for details

‘If you’re not
making waves, you’re not

kicking hard enough.‘

Like to make more of an impact? Why not spend an hour discovering how
Kabbalah can help you make a bigger splash and become more successful.

Come to a FREE introductory talk every
Wednesday at 7pm.
No obligation but lots of life enriching sense.

12 Stratford Place, London W1C 1BB – opposite Bond Street Station.
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MILLIONS of families will be unable 
to pay to heat their homes within three 
years as energy bills soar past the 
£1,500 barrier, figures show.

One in three households is likely to 
find gas and electricity costs have 
become unaffordable by 2015.

They have already seen bills more 
than double in the past eight years, 
according to consumer groups.

Further increases at the same rate 
could reach the tipping point of £1,582 
in three years and £2,766 by 2018.

Ann Robinson, from uSwitch.com, 

which compiled the figures, said: ‘The 
UK is hurtling towards a cliff beyond 
which the price of household energy 
will become unaffordable.’

An estimated 6.5million people 
already live in fuel poverty, where they 
have to choose between paying for 
heating or for other daily essentials.

As bills climb further, three-quarters 
of families say they will have to ration 
energy and six in ten are likely to go 
without adequate heating, uSwitch.com 

estimates. ‘Time is running out – if 
pricing trends continue we will hit 
“crunch point” in less than three years,’ 
Ms Robinson added. 

The predictions also do not include 
any extra costs added to bills by power 
companies investing in technology to 
make their fuels greener.

Maria Wardrobe, from fuel poverty 
charity National Energy Action, said: ‘It 
is time to utilise some of the revenues 
from carbon taxes and the increased rev-
enue from VAT on bills to pay for a pro-
gramme to protect the most vulnerable.’
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It’ll be Romney vs Obama
as Mitt seals Texas victory
by AIDAN RADNEDGE

MITT ROMNEY is poised to challenge 
Barack Obama to become America’s 
next president as he virtually sealed the 
Republican nomination yesterday.

The former Massachusetts governor 
was waiting for confirmation after coast-
ing to victory in the Texas primary.

‘It’ll be a big day tomorrow – I’m look-
ing forward to the good news,’ said the 
presidential hopeful.

He celebrated at a Las Vegas party with 
Donald Trump before beginning prepa-
rations for November’s election.

However, he came under fire from some 
Republicans as well as Democrats over 
the celebrity tycoon’s continued ques-
tioning of Mr Obama’s citizenship. 

Mr Romney declined to condemn 
Trump’s latest suggestion that the presi-
dent was born in Kenya. 

‘I don’t agree with all the people who 
support me. And my guess is they don’t 
all agree with everything I believe in,’ 
Mr Romney said. ‘But I need to get 50.1 
per cent or more. And I’m appreciative to 
have the help of a lot of good people.’

Mr Obama’s campaign yesterday ac-
cused Mr Romney of failing to stand up 
to ‘extremists’ in his party.

Silvo slumber: Artists Mario Ottocento, left, and Antonio Garullo gaze at their work The Dream Of Italians, 
which is a wax figurine depicting the former prime minister, Silvio Berlusconi, as dead PICTURE: REUTERS

Afghanistan
al-Qaeda 
deputy dies 
in airstrike
AL-QAEDA’S second-in-
command in Afghanistan has 
been killed in an airstrike, it 
was revealed yesterday. Sakhr 
al-Taifi, who commanded 
insurgents and directed attacks 
against Nato and Afghan 
forces, was killed along with 
another militant on Sunday in 
Kunar’s Watahpur district. He 
frequently travelled between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
carrying out commands from 
senior al-Qaeda leaders and 
ferrying in weapons and 
fighters, it was claimed. Most 
of al-Qaeda’s senior leaders 
are now believed to be based 
in Pakistan, where they fled 
following the US-led invasion. 
Two would-be suicide bombers 
were also killed when their 
vehicle packed with explosives 
blew up prematurely in  
eastern Nangarhar province, 
Pakistan. Three others in the 
vehicle were severely 
wounded, officials said.


